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1. Purpose of Report

1.1 To inform the Cabinet Member of the Summer Fest 2018 event. 

2. Decision(s) recommended

2.1 To note the contents of the report.

3. What is the issue?

3.1 Background

3.1.1 Summer Fest is a three day event held in Tudor Grange Park over the August Bank 
Holiday Weekend.  The event started in support of the charity ‘Help Harry Help 
Others’ cancer support centre in Birmingham and includes live music, dance and 
family entertainment. The festival first started in August 2016. 

3.1.2 The third event took place in 2018.  The organisers have stated that, if successful and 
well received, they would like to make this an annual event. 

3.1.3 The Council has an Events Policy and Guidance for Parks, Open Spaces and Town 
Centres (Shirley and Solihull) (see Appendix A).  This was approved by Cabinet in 
January 2012 and remains in effect.  The purpose of the policy is to manage the 
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events application, approval and delivery process to ensure that the Council’s terms 
are met and that the events are in the interest of the general public. 

3.1.4 “All events which take place in the borough are expected to comply with the terms of 
this policy.  The Council reserves the right to reject any event which it deems is not in 
the interest of the general public.” (Events Policy and Guidance, pg. 4) 

3.1.5 The policy sets out a robust assessment process and requires the organiser to comply 
with the Council’s terms including – Public Liability Insurance, Risk Assessment, 
Event Manager, Health and Safety Requirements, the sale of goods, food and drink, 
electricity and water supplies, toilets, food hygiene, litter and noise. 

3.1.6 The organisers of Solihull Summer Fest have always complied with the requirements 
to produce this level of documentation to support their activities; and have been 
commended by the emergency services on the production of their event manual which 
is used now as an exemplar for other organisations.

3.1.7 The high standard of documentation is matched by the high standard of the event, 
with minimal reports of issues each year.

3.1.8 A comprehensive review of Summer Fest was undertaken after the 2017 event which 
was reported to the Cabinet Member for Environment and Housing on 23 January 
2018.   The Cabinet Member noted the economic benefits of the event and confirmed 
that the Summer Fest event should be processed in accordance with Council Policy.

3.2 This Year’s Event

3.2.1 The event this year took place over the same three days (August bank holiday 
weekend) with the addition of a cinema screening on the Friday evening.  The cinema 
screening was aimed at families and attracted reasonable audience for this type of 
event which had not really been tried before in Solihull Parks.

3.2.2 The Monday again was dance festival giving the opportunity for regional dance 
schools to showcase the work of their talented children young people; and also give 
the opportunity to see the nationally recognised dance group Diversity in action.

3.2.3 Again this was well received by the participants and bought lots of young people and 
their parents into the area.

3.3 Issues

3.3.1 This year was particularly affected by inclement weather, which reduced the number 
of spectators.

3.3.2 There were few complaints about noise compared to other events of a similar size in 
other Council areas these are given in Appendix B, along with other issues that were 
raised by residents and by Council officers.

3.3.3 These were raised with the organisers at the debrief meeting and were acknowledged.



4. What options have been considered and what is the evidence telling us about 
them?

4.1 Proposals for 2019

4.1.1 The organisers have proposed a smaller two-day event for 2019. They have 
suggested moving the event to weekend in July (to be confirmed) in 
acknowledgement that the longer event may have disrupted a small number of 
people’s Bank Holiday.

4.1.2 They wish to continue with the event as they have had lots of positive feedback from 
attendees and from local businesses who noted an uplift in trade.  In addition, it raises 
money for a well-liked local charity.

4.1.3 Provided that events policy is again followed all the participants at the SAG meeting 
would be supportive of this move to July.

5. Reasons for recommending preferred option

5.1 N/A

6. Implications and Considerations

6.1 Delivery of key themes in the Council Plan:

How will the options/proposals in this report contribute to the delivery of the key 
themes in the Council Plan?

☒ Improve Health and Wellbeing

☐ Managed Growth 

☒ Build Stronger Communities 

☐ Deliver Value

6.2 Implications for children and young people, vulnerable groups and particular 
communities:

6.2.1 Arrangements were built into the design of the event to safeguard children and young 
people and vulnerable groups who were participating in or attending the event.

6.3 Consultation and Scrutiny:

6.3.1 This report has not been considered by Scrutiny.

6.4 Financial implications:

6.4.1 The event is managed through the Council’s Events Policy and charged in 
accordingly.     



6.5 Legal implications:

6.5.1 In progressing the application to host this event the Council has had consideration of 
all relevant policies and legislation and applied them accordingly.

6.6 Risk implications:

6.6.1 A comprehensive risk assessment was undertaken by the Event Organisers and 
reviewed by the Safety Advisory Group.  A safe, well managed event was delivered.

6.6.2 There is a risk that Solihull’s reputation as a place where people can enjoy a whole 
range of leisure opportunities would be damaged if a decision was made not to hold 
the event in future.  The economic benefits of the event identified in Appendix J would 
also be lost.

6.7 Statutory Equality Duty:

6.7.1 The event was designed and priced to be accessible to as wide a range of people as 
possible.   The event organisers factored in the need to have due regard to the need 
of different groups into the design of the event.

7. List of appendices referred to

7.1 Appendix A – Events Policy.

7.2 Appendix B - Record of complaints received in relation to Summer Fest event 2018.

8. Background papers used to compile this report

8.1 Cabinet Member for Environment and Housing report on Summer Fest dated 23 
January 2018.

9. List of other relevant documents

9.1 None


